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BEFORE THE NEBRASKA PUBL]C SERVICE COMMISS]ON

In the Matter of the
Nebraska Public Service
Commissiorlr on its oü/n
Motion, to administer the
Universal Service Fund High-
Cost Program: Vüindstream
Nebraska Inc., Broadband
Grant Request.

Application No. NUSF-99.51

GRANTED

Entered: July 16, ' 201,9

BY THE COMMISSTON:

OPÏNION AND F]NDINGS

By Application filed April 9, 20L9, lVindstream Nebraska
Inc., (ïüindstream or Applicant) seeks high-cost support from
the Nebraska Universal- Service Fund (NUSF). Notice of the
application appea'red in The DaiJ-y Record, Omaha, Nebraska on
April 15, 201-9, and in the News-Press Nebraska City, on
April 23, 2019. No protests or interventions r^rere f il_ed;
therefore, the commj-ssj-on processed this application pursuant.
to its Rul-e of Modif ied Procedure.

,:, Vüindstream seeks support in the amount of thirty-f ive
thousand two hundred thirt.y-f ive do]l-ars ($35, 235 ) for the
constructi-on of faci-lities to the western area of the
Elmwood, Nebraska ILEC exchange. According to Vüindstream, the
Central- Office for Elmwood is currently connected with
interoffice fiber facil-itles. Customers within the reach of
the office can receive 4 Mbps download speeds or better
depending on how close they are to the Cent.ral Office. This
project intends to address customers in the western area of
the exchange that have long toop lengths. This project will-
place one remote base station approximately 4 miles west
southwest of the Elmwood Central- Office and equipment at the
Central- Of f ice. These upgrades will- enabl-e a f ixed wireless
network capable of minimum speeds of 10 Mbps download up to
1-00 Mbps.

hlindstream projects the total. deployment cost for the
project is $151,007 but is seeking support of ç35,235 because
Vüi-ndstream is .not seeking funding for the areas funded by the
Federal Communications Commission's (FCC's) Connect America
Fund Phase II program or areas served by a wirel-ine
competitor. Vrlindstream is requesting that the funding f or



SECRETARY'S RECORD, NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Application No. NUSF-99.51 Page 2

the remaining 2OL1 fundsthis project be applied against
aliotteci t'o Íüincistream.

Vüindstream estimates the project will be completed
wÍthin 180 days of app'lieatien approval' If the projeet is
approved, üüindstream witl commit to providing broadband
service to all households in the project area for a minlryrum
óf five years.

The Commission staff conducted an analysj-s of the census
blocks submitted and compared the informatj-on against the
Connect America Fund Phase TI eligible areas. The Commission
staff al-so reviewed the census block information and compared
it to its wireline Broadband Mapping data, which uses FCC

Form 41'1 deployment data coll-ected by the FCC biannually. The
Commission finds support should be granted in the amount of
$35,235 as requested by Windstream.

Requests for Reimbursement:

Windstream must first make the investment and then may
file a request for rei-mbursement with the NUSF Department.
r.1.: -l-+-^^- l^^^ ^^l ^^^J l-^ a¡an'l ¡Èa +l-ra aancl.rrr¡.|-i nn ñr^^êaau!-LrlLrÞ L!çérat \l\JYÞ ¡r(J L ¡lççu LU uvrl(I/rç Ls 9¡ru uv¡¡È ç! uv

prior to seeking reimbursement; rather, it may work with the
NUSF Department to develop intervals at which reimbursement
can be sought. The NUSF Department will. reimburse Vüindstream
for capital improvement costs made relative to and as
included ín the applicat.ion f il-ed by the company for the
projects approved in this Order. Once the investment is made,
Í{indstream shall file a request for support, provide the NUSF

Department with documentation consistent with Department
policy and shal-I certify to the Department that it had made
the described investment for the provision, maintenance and
upgrading of facitities and services in the described rural
areas.

ortin Re rements:

V[indstream shall fifer ofl an annua]- basis, consistent.
with federally designated eligible telecommunications
carrj-ers (ETCs) , the ihformatíon required by the Commission's
Telecommunications Rules pertaining to ETCs and the
investment informatj-on required by the Commission' s Order in
Docket NUSF-66. The report shoul-d make clear to the
Commission that Vüindstream will not request reimbursement for
equipment where gïant money was also rece'ived f rom another
source.
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I¡rle further remind Applicant that consistent with the
Commission's ETC requirements j-n Title 29L Neb. Admin. Code,
Chapter 5, S 009.0443, the Commissi-on requires al-l ETCs to
report on the number of unfulfilled requests for broadband
servíce on an annual basis. Applicant must notify the
Commission of any requests for broadband that it i^/as not. abl-e
to fulfill in the service territory where support is
provi-ded. At a mj-nimum, Applicant should identif y the
following information in its annual- BTC report to the
Commission: 1) the support area, 2) a description of. the
measures taken, and 3) the reasons for its inability to
provide the requested service. Windstream shall- f il-e its
annual report on or before June 1 of each year

' As a conditj-on of receiving support, eligible
telecommunications carriers (ETC) must offer broadband
service in the supported areas that meet certain basic
performance requirements. Upon completion of the project
approved herein¡ \^r€ require Applicant to demonstrate
compliance wj"th certain mj-nimum perf ormance requirements. Vrle

require Applicant to provide evidence that the service
deplqyed using NUSF support is provided as indicated in the
application. Applicant must conduct testing for both speed
.and l-atency and provide results f rom those tests. lrle wil-1
afford Applicant the flexibility to measure performance
across deployments in a manner that is best suited to
determine the speed and latency of the servj-ce provided to
end user consumers. However, Applicant must indicate how they
measured broadband performance, including whether it \^¡as

consistent with existing net.work management systems, ping
tests t ot other commonly available network measurement tools,
a provider-developed self-testing configuration, or resul-ts
from the FCC's Measuring Broadband in America (MBA) program.l
Such information should be filed no later than 90 days
following completíon of the supported project (s) .

In addition, âû ETC has an obligation to advertise the
availability of services that are supported by universal
service support mechanj-sm using media of general
distribution. 2 To ensure t.hat t.his obligat.ion is met, the

I See In Re Connect America Fund, CAF Phase II Price Cap Service
Obligation Order, VüC Docket No. 10-90, 28 FCC Rcd at l-5071' paras. 23-25
(October 31, 2013) i see a-lso Performance Measures Publ-ic Notice, 32 FCC

Rcd at 9323, para. 6 (December 6, 2OIll and In te Connect America Fund,
ûriC Docket No. 10-90, Order, 33 FCC Rcd 6509 (July 6, 2018).
2See 4'l C.F.R. S 54.201.
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Commission requires Applicant to provide it with a copy of
Íts marketing maierials to consun-Érs as weil as a description
of how the supported service was advertised.

Applicant shatl- be required to complete the approved-
projects wíthin two (2) years from the date of this Order
unl-ess good cause is shown f or a. l-ater completion date.

Broadband Commitments :

The Commission maintains broadband availability data and
updates that inf ormation on at f east an annual- bas'i s. As a

condition of this support, Windstream must report broadband
availability to the Commission upon request. Vüindstream must
also conf irm that it wil-l- not seek dupllcative support
through the FCC's funding mechanisms.

ORDER

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED by the Nebraska Public Service
Commission that the above-captioned application submitted by
rri-l^r.^^^* L^ ^-l .iÈ .i - l-'^-n1-.'r ^¡=nl-aÄ âê rlaqnril'rorl hora'int/vJ-llllÞ LJ- cctrlt rJE arrlr J- L a Ð ¡¡ç! çvJ Y ! q¡r

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Windstream shal-l be subject
to all terms and conditions adopted in this Order.

ENTERED AND
16th day of Ju1y,

MADE EFFECTÏVE
2019.

at Líncoln, Nebraska, thì-s

COMMISSONERS CONCURRING :

NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERVTCE COMMTSSION

/¿,¿,Q/,4 /
@rraá-L

flrtA',^n'r\ I
Chair I

/e'4s/4\p
ATTEST:

Executive Director


